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1.1	This is a short guide - for more information consult the detailed Guide, the Constitution and the Standing Orders here. Ramblers Scotland staff can also give general advice.
1.2	SC2026 is going to be an in-person event. It is hoped to keep the AGM and business parts of SC as brief and simple as possible.  Anyone thinking of proposing a motion is asked to satisfy themselves that the matter requires to be raised by way of a formal motion.
2.	MOTIONS
2.1	WHY? - Individuals or a Group or Area submit motions if they wish to persuade SC to back a specific action or request, usually made to the Ramblers Scotland Strategic Committee (RSSC) or the Scottish or UK Government.
2.2	BUT remember there are other ways of raising a topic you feel is important. Contact Claire Exley for advice on alternative options.
2.3	WHO? - There are restrictions on who can submit motions that can be submitted from particular sources [see Appendix A of the Guide].
2.4	WHEN? - Motions must be emailed to scotland@ramblers.org.uk by Tues 10 February 2026.
2.5	HOW? - submissions must be by email due to staff presently not being able to readily access post. There is a submission form in the Guide and its use is recommended but not a requirement.
2.6	NEXT - Your motion gets passed to the Motions Committee (MC) the role of which is explained in Appendix D of the Guide. The MC may get in touch if your motion, in their opinion, is not clear or competent for some reason.                    
3.	AMENDMENTS
3.1	Amendments to motions submitted to the upcoming SC (and published in the MC Order Paper) may be made by those referred to in paragraph 2 of the Guide and must be submitted by email to scotland@ramblers.org.uk at least seven days before SC. The Amendment form in the Guide can be used.
3.2	Amendments are similarly passed to the MC for consideration and they may contact you. 
4.	WHAT HAPPENS AT SCOTTISH COUNCIL?
4.1	The procedures and rules of debate to be followed at SC are set out in full in sections B & C of the Standing Orders.
4.2	Someone who is a member of SC needs to propose and be able to speak to the motion, to explain it to the SC delegates and answer any questions that arise in the discussion. 
4.3	A seconder may also speak or they can just say: 'I formally second the motion'. The motion is then debated by SC with the Convener (Chair) keeping order. 
4.4	There are time limits on how long the proposer, seconder and other Council members may speak. Details are given in Appendix E of the Guide.
4.5	At the end of the debate the proposer may respond briefly to points made in the general discussion after which a vote is taken.
4.6	If an amendment has been submitted then this gets debated before the motion is proposed and debated. If the amendment is passed, it is the motion as amended that is debated and voted on.
IMPORTANT INFORMATION - please put your contact email and telephone number along with the motion or amendment so the RS staff and MC Convener are able to contact you if needed.
MOTIONS AND AMENDMENTS TO: scotland@ramblers.org.uk
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