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[image: ]ADVICE ABOUT VOTING AT SCOTTISH COUNCIL (SC) 2026
[image: ]FOR THOSE GIVING A PROXY AND 
[image: ]THOSE RECEIVING A PROXY FROM A DELEGATE WHO CANNOT ATTEND
1.	The form to complete to set up a proxy contains a voting sheet showing the voting options known in advance of the meeting. If no sheet is present with the proxy form you have, it may be that it has not been issued yet as it will only be done once the deadline for motions & honorary officers has passed.  Thus, the voting sheet should be available 21 days before SC.
APPOINTING AN OFFICE-BEARER TO HANDLE YOUR VOTE
2.	If you have appointed the Treasurer (T) as your Proxy then you should complete the voting sheet for the known voting options, so that your votes can be cast in the way you signify-in fact the votes will be counted by the official Tellers; the Treasurer will not do anything.
3.	Alternatively, you can appoint the Treasurer as your proxy and let them have a free hand in the known voting, i.e., they will cast their vote and how they do it is up to them.
APPOINTING SOMEONE ELSE TO HAVE YOUR PROXY VOTE (THEY MUST BE A SC MEMBER)
4.	If you name someone else to have your vote then the voting sheet still needs to be given to the RS staff member as they will record your choices in each vote. Your proxy may have a vote in their own right and it would be an extra level of difficulty to record both their own vote and your proxy vote easily. For that reasons the staff will take the proxy voting sheets in and record them at the relevant parts of the event.
WHAT ABOUT VOTING ON THE DAY?
5.	There may be votes that are held on the day at SC. The main examples of such votes are:
a.	Where there is an amendment to a motion - although these are notified in advance, the deadline is a lot shorter so it is not feasible to notify proxy places of these and get their voting intentions.
b.	There may be an emergency motion, where no notice has been given but a very urgent and important topic has arisen and SC decides it wishes to discuss and vote on it.
c.	There are more candidates than places available for Ordinary members of the Ramblers Scotland Strategic Committee (RSSC) and there is a vote to decide who gets elected onto the RSSC.
6.	For all these circumstances the person setting up the proxy will not know what the options are, so they must decide which alternative they will go for, out of these options:
A1.	If they give their proxy to the Treasurer, to let them use the proxy vote as they wish.
or
A2.	As above but to forbid the Treasurer from voting at all.
B1.	If they give the proxy to someone else, to let them use it as they wish.
or 
B2.	As above but forbid them from voting at all.
or
B3.	Give the proxy person your thoughts on how you may wish them to vote and to trust the proxy person to do their best under the circumstances. Clearly RS staff cannot be involved in monitoring any outcomes under this arrangement.
7.	The person giving the proxy should choose which of the options above is their selection. 
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