
Group volunteers engage in a range of tasks to maintain and enhance our local footpath network.  

➢ Footpath surveys  

Our Footpath Secretary inspects all the footpaths in two of our group arishes each year and reports 
blocked paths, broken stiles, missing signposts etc to Hampshire County Council (HCC) so that remedial 
action can be taken. All footpath furniture — stiles, steps, bridges, fingerposts etc is photographed, with 
the pictures sent to HCC to help them to keep their database up to date.  

 

➢ Vegetation clearance  

Our volunteers cut back vegetation on overgrown paths to make them passable. This is a never-ending 
task, because the vegetation grows back each year. The pictures below show ‘before’ and ‘after’ for a path 
on Hayling Island.  

 

 
 

➢ Stile to gate conversions 

Each year our group volunteers replace some stiles with gates/kissing gates—and sometimes bridges.  

The pictures below show a narrow plank bridge and two stiles replaced by a boardwalk and two kissing 
gates. The work was car ried out by SE Hants Ramblers working with Countryside Rangers from HCC.  

We are always delighted to welcome new volunteers for our footpath activities.  Tasks under each heading 
only involve a few days work each year.   If you want to find out more please contact any member of the 
committee.  

  

 

 
 


