Footpath Secretary Report November 2025

General
Once again I would like to thank all the officers for their work over the last 12 months.
We have received 55 communications from the highways authorities or district councils since the start of the year
We continue to be frustrated by the lack of progress in working with the new DCC P3 and projects officer to identify where Devon ramblers can help with path maintenance. We will keep trying.
South Devon reported that they now have the tools to create the fingers for a finger post.
Moorland group mentioned the Teignmouth and Dawlish way which is an 18 mile trail (and, we believe, little used today) – a number of us will be walking the route to check the state (waymarking, path condition etc.) This may lead to a wider project to document the trails (long and short) that exist (or did exist) in Devon, some being more well know than others!

DLYW
The removal of the end date for claiming lost paths based on historical evidence has not yet been actioned and Ramblers HO continues to lobby the government to find time and a bill in which to include the removal of the end date.
The working group, comprising representatives from Exeter, East Devon, Totnes and South Devon groups, met this year with a representative of the Devon Trail Riders Federation to discuss the many claims they have entered. These were for vehicular access which is agreed is very unlikely to be adopted but they are happy to share information with us to allow paths to be added as perhaps bridleways or restricted byways.

